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School Food Ambassadors Newsletter – Issue 11
Dear School Food Ambassadors,

May I take this opportunity to introduce myself as the Delivery Manager for the Local Authority Targeted Support and Networks. There are a number of key updates in this newsletter including letters to Local Authorities and schools highlighting the importance of increasing school meal take up and a new summary of resources available through the Million Meals Campaign to enable School Food Ambassadors that are Million Meals Partners to promote the campaign locally.

It would be extremely helpful to find out what is happening locally to increase school meal take up. Please meet the role of School Food Ambassador by sharing your service plans on the National Good Practice Network so we can spread good practice nationally on the School Food Trust website. Please email erin.needham@sft.gsi.gov.uk and we will share these on the network. 
Best wishes,
Peter McGrath
Peter McGrath, Delivery Manager, Local Authority Targeted Support, School Food Trust
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National Good Practice Network 

What’s new? Go on-line and check out the new additions. Click http://ambassadors.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/whatsnew  and view:
· Presentations from the joint School Food Trust, Regional Public Health Group London and Government Office for the East of England consultation event on Eat Better, Do Better: A practical guide to adopting a Whole School Approach to food in Special Schools.
· The next School Food Ambassador Reference Group meeting has taking place on 19th June at School Food Trust Headquarters in Sheffield. If you would like to raise any issues please speak to one of the reference group members. Click here to view the membership.
Action: Please send us any service plans or action plans you have developed to increase school meal take up in your authority or PCT area to share nationally with School Food Ambassadors.
[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]t's get
éﬁsk ng



School Food Ambassador 
Newsletter Issue 11
continued…
[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]


Letter to Local Authorities and schools

In May 2009, we informed you of the letters sent to lead members, Directors of Children’s Services, all Headteachers and Chairs of Governors to seek support for increasing school meal take up. Importantly, the lead member letter urges each authority to implement measures to increase the take up of school lunches in each Children and Young People's Plan. You can view copies of the letter here
 Action: Check to see if increasing school meal take up is part of your Children and People’s Plan and urge your authority to consider this as part of any forthcoming refresh.
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  Data Collection – NI 52
The majority of Local Authority’s have now submitted data for NI 52 and completed     the Annual Survey questionnaire. Thank you very much for the hard work that has gone into this. We are now in the process of checking questionnaires and we will be contacting Local Authority’s as soon as possible to clarify any queries.

The Trust and LACA (Local Authority Caterers Association) will be reporting 2008-09 take up data for primary and secondary schools at the LACA conference in July. Local Authority level take up data will be published in the full report, which will be available in September 2009. 

For more information on NI 52 and collecting take up data click here or e mail the research team sft.survey@sft.gsi.gov.uk 

Action: Forward this information on to the directorate with responsibility for NI 52. 
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Eat Better, Do Better: A practical guide to adopting a Whole School                Approach to food in special schools
The guide and CD resource is a practical tool, which aims to help and support special schools in achieving and maintaining National Healthy School Status, implementing the school food standards and developing a positive healthy eating culture for the whole school community. Within schools it features case studies, practical guidance and examples of innovative work from the School Food Trust, Norfolk special school pilots and special schools in London, Buckinghamshire and Manchester.
All partners (local authority caterers, school food ambassadors, Healthy School Coordinators, dieticians/nutritionists) and all special schools in England will receive a copy of the guide in June 2009.

Action: For more information please visit: www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/specialschools
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Million Meals: Partners Resource

After feedback from a number of School Food Ambassadors, we have developed a new resource summarising all the different resources, information and guidance available through the Million Meals Campaign.
Action: Order copies of the resource for meetings, seminars and conferences to help promote the campaign to schools and other partners from millionmeals.requests@sft.gsi.gov.uk
Million Meals: What’s the Link guide
Million Meals has produced a useful guide for schools and partners to show how the campaign links with other school food/health improvement initiatives nationally and in your local area.  The guidance has been designed to identify key areas within other agendas that the TENplates and resources provided by the Million Meals Campaign can support with evidence
Action: view the guide and use this to support schools in making links across other school agendas: www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/millionmeals
Million Meals: Tracking your school’s take up – the easy way!
A new on-line tracking tool is available for schools to monitor how their school meal take up is progressing. All schools have to do is enter some simple data about the school and the system will calculate the take up percentage and track their progress.
The tool tracks data in a graph which is easy to print off for reports and presentations. It is user friendly, easy to use and all the graphs are done for you automatically. As part of the on-line resource, a downloadable PDF guide is available.

Action: Send this information on to schools in your area:
www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/millionmeals
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Let’s Get Cooking award nomination
Let’s Get Cooking is one of only seven organisations shortlisted from 147 entries to the Department of Health Chief Medical Officer (CMO) awards 2009.

 

Let’s Get Cooking representatives will give a 10 minute presentation, along with the other shortlisted organisations, to the CMO panel on 22 June and will attend the awards ceremony at the Royal College of Physicians on 30 June, when the winner     will be announced. 

Let’s Get Cooking wins prestigious health accolade 

Leading public health charity, The Royal Society for Public Health (RSPH), has accredited Let’s Get Cooking’s training programme for club leaders. The prestigious accreditation relates to Let’s Get Cooking’s two-day, demonstrator training course for full member clubs’ adult leaders, of which there will be around 6,000 by 2011.

The accolade for Let’s Get Cooking follows an expert review by the RSPH, assessing how effectively the training prepares delegates in cookery demonstration skills and in food safety, nutrition and health and safety. 
Let’s Get Cooking recruitment tops 2,500 

As the fourth recruitment round by Let’s Get Cooking concludes, the number of   clubs signed up to the programme now tops 2,500. By 2010, Let’s Get Cooking will have signed up 5,000 clubs. 
Please see the next edition of this newsletter for details of the local authorities to be targeted in November or visit

www.letsgetcooking.org.uk/Howtheprogrammeworks/Clubrecruitmenttimetable 
Action: For more information, please email info@letsgetcooking.org.uk 

Training and Development Agency (TDA)

In March 2009 the Training and Development Agency announced a £18.21m package of support to local authorities to enable them to support the training and qualifications of school support staff. To view the package of support, including Local Authority-level grant allocations please visit http://www.tda.gov.uk/partners/la_funding.aspx
Action: Forward this on to your Catering Training Teams.
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 School FEAST
All School FEAST centres and partnership can provide the Support Workers in           Schools (SWiS) qualifications, and many Local Authorities choose to utilise the funding from the Training and Development Agency (TDA) to support this training. The SWiS qualifications are designed to provide flexible and tailored training specific to the support workers role in school (such as Catering Supervisors, Assistants and Lunchtime Supervisors midday). 
Action: To find out more about the Support Workers in Schools please visit http://www.tda.gov.uk/support/qualificationsandtraining/swis.aspx 

Meal Deal Pilots

Over the last six months we have been working closely with six schools in Introducing Meal Deals in schools. The aim of the pilot was to see if Meal Deals can be an effective tool in supporting schools in meeting the nutritional standards without having an adverse effect on sales.

The schools are: 
· Angmering School, West Sussex
· Chace School, Enfield

· Marriotts School, Hertfordshire

· Reddish Vale School, Stockport

· Towers School, Kent

· Queen Katherine School, Cumbria

To review progress to date and the school diaries follow the link 
http://millionmeals.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/mealdeals.
Action: Please email erin.needham@sft.gsi.gov.uk with any good practice from your areas around  meal deal offers

Real Meals - Simple Cooking: Cold Food That Tastes Great
Following the huge success of ‘Real Meals - Simple cooking made easy' published last September, Secretary of State Ed Balls has launched a new recipe book aimed at all Year 6 Primary school pupils. The book contains a whole host of recipes that may encourage youngsters to cook meals from scratch during the summer holidays.
Currently schools can order one free copy. To order more, call the publications orderline: 0845 6022260. Please note that only schools can obtain free copies of this publication, anyone else can order this publication for £7.99 by calling 0845 60 222 60.
