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SOUTH EAST UPDATE – Summer Term 2009 

In this Update… 

· Congratulations to our New Flagship Schools!

· What’s been going on in our first Flagship Schools?

· Are you at Bronze, Silver, Gold? 

· South East School Blogs – find out what schools are up to around the region
· Flagship School Recruitment – next phase Kent, East and West Sussex!
· Farm Links CPD training at Goodwood Farm
· ‘One Planet Food’ DVD - Teaching Resources available
· Job advert
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW FLAGSHIP SCHOOLS!

Congratulations to our new 6 Flagship Schools and Communities from Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. There was tough competition with some fantastic schools applying, so we have hopes for some great work to be done in this area of the region.

Our new Flagship Schools are:

· Chilton Primary, Oxfordshire 

· Disraeli School and Children’s Centre, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire

· Farley Hill Primary School, Wokingham, Berkshire

· George Palmer Primary, Reading, Berkshire

· Great Missenden Primary, Buckinghamshire

· St Peter’s Middle School, Old Windsor, Berkshire
Plus congratulations also go to St Jospeh’s School Cranleigh, Surrey who are working with us as a Flagship school to get them to Gold, and to help us to develop our work with SEN schools! To see some of the great work they have been doing at St Josephs’ watch our ‘Silver Mark Schools 2008 - Part 1’. They are the 3rd school on this film. 
All schools have now had their first SNAG meetings (School Nutrition Action Groups) and are busy consulting with their school community (pupils, parents and staff) in order to come up with some fantastic activities, events and food related curriculum links. I look forward to reporting on their activities in future newsletters!
WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON IN OUR FLAGSHIP SCHOOLS?

Congratulations to four of our first 6 SE Flagship schools and communities who have now been awarded out Bronze Award! The other two are filling in their forms so soon all 6 will be meeting our Bronze Mark. Most schools have Silver within their sights, so watch this space!
Here are some of the activities that have been taking place in these schools recently: 

· Cowes Primary, IOW – Alan Titchmarsh visited our school and had lunch with with the pupils, visited the school council and gave us lots of advice and we look forward to him coming back. We had our third ‘Dig for Cowes Day’ in March.  Some classes had to replant their cabbages and peas because they were stolen by the birds and another class had to replant with beetroot because the leeks didn't grow!  Penguin Class planted  strawberries and sunflowers.  We are now waiting to gather the harvest! Our groundsman has made us three new compost bins which are in the chicken garden, and pupils are keen to use them. Also, Prue Leith visited our school in April when we hosted a local school food conference. We also held a Farmers' Market in our school playground on the same day, and Prue and our other guests enjoyed seeing the baby lambs and piglets as well as buying fresh food at the market.  Pupils produced posters that we displayed around the school  to promote the Farmers Market to parents. 
· Crondall Primary, Hampshire -  (BRONZE)The school.
· Lyndhurst Junior School, Portsmouth –  (BRONZE) After 
· St James Primary, Elstead, Surrey – (BRONZE) The.
· St Paul’s Catholic College (Secondary), Sunbury, Surrey (BRONZE) It has been a busy term at St Paul’s Catholic College. A group of 15 bronze Duke of Edinburgh students have taken the challenge of creating an edible garden on an unused piece of land within the school grounds. The transformation has been remarkable in the 8 weeks of the project with weeds being cleared and raised beds, growbags and pots of fruit and vegetables being put in place. A wide variety of produce is being grown and it will used in Food Technology clubs to create tasty meals. Year 7 students have been working on an Apprentice style project, designing and making their own cereal bars. Later in the summer term, class winners will go before our very own Alan Sugar to decide who has been hired or fired! The winning cereal bar will then go on sale in the school canteen.  The SNAG have been actively campaigning to allow students to eat outside in the summer months, improving the dining experience of our students. This campaign has been successful with a trial being launched during July. 
· West Byfleet Junior School - Each. 
ARE YOU AT BRONZE? SILVER? GOLD?

As well as our first four Flagship Schools that are at Bronze, Congratulations go to Chilton Primary and Sherwood Park CP Primary who have received their Bronze award, and to St Joseph’s who have received their Silver Award. Six other schools have ticked off all the criteria for Bronze online so should be busy filling in their Bronze application form. Who will be our first Food For Life Partnership GOLD school in the South East? Our Annual Awards Ceremony now looks set to be held in Birmingham in January 2010 (date to be confirmed) but schools need to have sent in their applications by 30th September in order to be approved in time to be invited to the awards ceremony – so don’t miss out! 
CHECK OUT OUR SE SCHOOLS CASE STUDIES…

Check out our new case studies: http://www.foodforlife.org.uk/in-your-region/south-east/case-studies 

· ‘Interview with Nicky Ibbertson, School Cook from Cowes Primary’
· ‘Lyndhurst leads a school food revolution’
· ‘Bye bye lunchtime noise’
· ‘Teacher says, “Food for Life Partnership is brilliant for any special school.”
SE SCHOOL BLOGs 
Check out Crondall Primary Schools Blog of the pupils visit to Guildford Farmers Market: 
Congratulations to Courthouse Junior School for getting their Allotment up and running. We look forward to updates on what produce pupils grow and what is the favourite of pupils!
Tasty school dinners are on the menu at Crowmarsh Gifford Primary school… and we look forward to finding out what they are growing and cooking in their new growing and cookery areas!

Great things happening at Sandhurst Secondary School with the Yr7 Breakfast challenge and the Cooking on a budget competition for Yr13 leavers!
The Nutrition Action Group are up and running at West Oxford Community Primary School… we are looking forward to hearing more about what they have been up to.
FLAGSHIP SCHOOL RECRUITMENT

Flagship Schools in Kent, East Sussex & West Sussex will be selected for work from Summer term 2010, so join the Partnership now to be in the running next year. 

FARM CPD AT GOODWOOD 
The Food for Life Partnership in conjunction with Hampshire Country Learning and Goodwood Estate would like to invite you to an exciting professional development day that will provide you with the tools you need to coordinate educational farm visits for your school.

Who can come? The event is open to teachers, teaching assistants and any other school associates that are interested in

coordinating outdoor learning for pupils of all key stages. We would ask that a maximum of 2 people attend from each school.

How much does it cost? The event is free for any school that has signed up to the Food for Life Partnership mark scheme. You can do this by simply registering at www.foodforlife.org.uk/awards . For schools not enrolled in the Food for Life Project there will be an administration fee of £20.00.

How do I book on? For more information or to book please contact Jo Edney on 07819887460 or email jedney@soilassociation.org 
One Planet Food Dvd teaching Resources available

All schools that enrol on the FFLP receive a Schools Information Pack, which includes a DVD teaching resource called ‘One Planet Food’. Asking the question “What is the real cost of cheap food?”, the film explains that if everyone in the world ate and lived as we do, we'd need the resources of three planets - not one. In our award-winning film, three young secret agents are on a mission to discover the true impact of food and farming on the environment and investigate where food actually comes from.

Enjoy the film! And download our Teacher's Activity Pack too!

Job Opportunity
As some of you may know, I will be leaving the Food For Life Partnership (FFLP) at the end of this term (end July 2009). It has been a difficult decision and I am incredibly proud of the fantastic work going on in the schools I have been privileged to work with as part of FFLP. However I am looking forward to working more locally, and the challenge of developing training, support and educational resources for schools in Hampshire, West Sussex and Surrey, who are looking to meet the Sustainable Schools agenda. 

If you, or anyone you know, may be interested in joining the dynamic FFLP team, and supporting schools throughout the South East region, please see below for general information, and click on this link to take you to our jobs pages. 

Other job opportunities also exist within FFLP but outside the SE Region. To find out more, click here
Add your events to the Food For Life Partnership Website!

Are you holding a food based event at your school or aimed at schools? You can now add your event onto our website! 

Go to www.foodforlife.org.uk/events and click "Submit an event". Fill in the online form and click the "Submit" button. This won't automatically go on, but our moderator will check the listing and it should be up within a couple of days.

GOT A QUESTION? GET IN TOUCH! 

Feel free to contact your Regional Co-ordinator, Sara Osman, by emailing sosman@soilassociation.org 

or call 07824 635816.  Our offices hours are Monday - Friday from 9.00am - 5.30pm. 
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The Food for Life Partnership is a five-year Lottery-funded initiative, led by the Soil Association, to transform food culture in schools and communities across England, bringing together the practical expertise of the Focus on Food Campaign, Garden Organic and the Health Education Trust.
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